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Newsletter #39                                              June 26, 2020 

 
 

The Gordon Greenwood Elementary staff 

 wishes  all our students and families  

a happy and safe summer break! 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians:  What a crazy year. I just want to thank all of you, again, for the 

support you have shown to the school throughout the year.  This year more than ever, 
compassion, care and resilience were required attributes from us all, as we all navigated the 
challenges put in front of us from the COVID virus. From a personal standpoint, this was one of 
the most challenging years I have had as an administrator, as I, along with the rest of the 
Gordon Greenwood staff, tried to move the school forward during a pandemic.  I also recognize 
and appreciate the challenges that were presented to all of you during this time. Thank-you on 
behalf of the staff for the efforts you put into your child(ren)’s education during this time of 
distance learning. Once again, it has been a privilege being able to work with everyone’s 
children. Have a great summer and I look forward to seeing all of you in September.    
 

Staff Changes: As is the case in most years, this is a time that we need to say good-bye to 

some staff members who will not be at our school next year.  We would like to take this 
opportunity to acknowledge the wonderful contributions of the following staff members: Mr. 
Woelders – Grade  5 Teacher, Mrs. Chin- Grade 1 Teacher, Ms. Blake- Grade 1 Teacher, Ms. 
Smith- Grade 4 Teacher, Ms. Joo- Kindergarten Teacher, Mrs. Deboer- SEA (maternity leave), 
Mrs. Gaterell- SEA, Mrs. Villadiego- SEA, Ms. Atwood-Youth Care Worker (maternity leave), Ms. 
Fonouni- ELL worker.  We wish you all the best in your new assignments. We will miss you very 
much! 
 



Heads up: Please note that any student self-assessments that are located in TEAMS can only 

be accessed by families until the end of the day on Wednesday, July 1.  Unfortunately, the 
district needs to close Microsoft TEAMS after this date.  The rest of the report card such as 
comments and marks are not affected.   

 
Retirement- A special thank you to our head custodian, Gene Fontaine, for the great work he did at 

Gordon Greenwood for the past fifteen years. Gene’s efforts in going above and beyond in keeping the 
school clean was appreciated and he was well liked and respected by the kids and staff. All the best, 
Gene, in your future endeavors- you will be missed.   
 

Many thanks to our PAC and Parent Volunteers: We wish to thank the 2019/2020 PAC 

Executive for their leadership, commitment to our school, and their hard work on the many 
successful events and activities throughout the year. Together, with your team of many parent 
volunteers, you help to make Gordon Greenwood Elementary an even more fabulous community! A 
special thank-you to Stacey Shepherd for her tireless efforts as a PAC member over the past several 
years.  The work you did as a PAC member and President will have a lasting legacy for years to come 
for the kids at Gordon Greenwood.   
 

To our Grade 7 students- Congratulations and best wishes for a smooth transition to high 

school! We will miss you!  
 

Thank you to all students that helped throughout the school year with: 

Classroom Monitors, Office Monitors. 
 

Calling All Library Books and School Textbooks: Please continue to check throughout 

your home for any library books and textbooks.  Due to the high cost of replacing 
lost books it is extremely important that they all be returned to the school.  If you 
find any of our books during the summer, please hang onto them and return them 
in September. Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



First Day of Classes in September 2020 

 
What does the start of the school year look like? 
 
First Day of School-September 8th-8:40- 10:00 
Wednesday-Friday (September 9th-10th-11th) regular day- 8:40- 2:34 
 

Students who are new to the school (Grades 1–7) will meet in the library on Tuesday, 
September 8th at 8:40 a.m. We will make sure that they are immediately assigned to the 
appropriate class. (Non-enrolling teachers will help with process).  New parents to the school can 
meet in the gym with Principal/V.P. 
 
First Week of School:  At this point in time, unless informed otherwise, we are planning to 
move ahead with the school year as normal. Please see Superintendent, Gord Stewart’s 
message to the community regarding 2020-2021 school start-up.  A this point in time; students 
will return to their previous classrooms for the first week.  With the exception of Kindergarten 
Teachers, all other teachers will remain with their last year’s students until the district gives us 
approval to move students into new 2020/2021 classrooms (This is similar to last year). As in all 
schools in Langley, the district intends to have all students assigned to their new classes by 
Monday, September 14 .  
 
After the first day (Grade Seven teachers, or non-enrolling staff) will work with Grade 1 
students (Last year’s K’s) for first few days while K teachers begin to work with the incoming 
Kindergartens.   
 
 

 Combined Classes 

Combined-grade classes are not new or unusual in elementary schools. They have been in 
existence for many years and will continue to be a fact of school life. There is a good chance 
that most Langley children will have the experience of being a combined-grade class two or 
three times during their elementary school years. If your child is not in a combined class this 
year, it is likely that he/she will be in one next year.  

The Langley School District is committed to creating classes of mixed abilities where balance 
exists among the classrooms in terms of student performance levels and student behavioral 
characteristics. As well, we must abide by the class size clauses contained in provincial 
legislation.  



Being in a combined class can be a most beneficial experience for students. Placement in one 
should not be looked upon with worry, but rather should be viewed as a normal and expected 
experience.  

Dr. Joel Gajadharsingh, of the University of Saskatchewan, is one of the leading North American 
investigators of combined classes. In 1991, the Canadian Education Association summarized his 
findings and concluded that children in combined classes get just as good an education as in 
single grade classes. Students learn as much in combined classes. Their ability to learn and to 
get along with other people is as good or better than students in single grades.  

Research has shown that combined classes:  

• Let students learn from one another  
• Provide models for younger students  
• Let older students review what they’ve already learned and learn what may have been 

missed  
• Provide a curriculum suited to each student  
• Encourage students to work together  
• Help students to become independent  
• Teach students to respect one another  

Achievement levels of these students are as good as and usually better than the achievement 
levels of students placed in single-age classes.  

Students in combined classes are not held back to the level of younger students, nor are they 
expected to handle work beyond their ability. In every classroom there is a wide range of 
abilities, talents and performance levels. Children mature at different rates in various aspects of 
development. Teachers are aware of these individual differences and structure learning 
activities according to the need of each learner.  

In combined classes the range of abilities is not significantly different from that of a single grade 
class. Within the combined classes there will be children of both grade levels with similar levels 
of performance. Whether one child is excelling in an area or another needs much assistance, 
each will be challenged towards excellence as much in a combined class as he/she would be in a 
regular class.  

Findings also show that children in classes where there is more than one age level learn to 
become more independent, responsible learners and develop a greater degree of social 
responsibility. Mature younger students are often in a more acceptable social setting in a 
combined class; likewise some older students may be more comfortable socially with younger 
students. Students in combined classes generally develop a greater sense of belonging, support 
and confidence.  

 



Gordon Greenwood Elementary School  

2020 – 2021 Bell Schedule 
 
 
Regular Day: 
8:38 Morning Warning Bell 
8:40 Second Bell: Morning Instruction Begins 
10:20 Recess 
10:35 Recess Ends 
12:01 Lunch Recess 
12:24 Eating Period 
12:42 Afternoon Warning Bell 
12:44 Afternoon Instruction Begins 
2:34 Students are dismissed 
  
Half-Day: 
8:38 Morning Warning Bell 
8:40 Second Bell: Morning Instruction Begins 
10:20 Recess 
10:35 Recess Ends 
11:22 Students Dismissed 
   
Early Dismissal (Parent Teacher Conference Days): 
8:38 Morning Warning Bell 
8:40 Second Bell: Morning Instruction Begins 
10:20 Recess 
10:35 Recess Ends 
12:01 Lunch Recess 
12:24 Eating Period 
12:42 Afternoon Warning Bell 
12:44 Afternoon Instruction Begins 
1:34 Students are dismissed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



PAC NEWS 
 

      PAC EXECUTIVE       IMPORTANT LINKS 
President             - Chelsea Minhas     ggepac@hotmail.com 
Vice President     - Arleigh Wong       ggepac.wordpress.com        
Treasurer             - Rebecca Budrow                                                                      ggepachotlunch@hotmail.com             
Secretary             - Lynette Patton 
Hot Lunch            - Julia Sage 
DPAC                     - Brian Martens 
Fundraising          - Shared 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

MONTH DATE
Sept 7 (M) Labour Day (School Closed)

Sept 8 (T) School Opens

Sept 25 (F) School Improvement Day (students not in attendance)

Oct 12 (M) Thanksgiving (School Closed)

Oct 23 (F) Professional Development Day (Provincial)

Oct 27 (T) 1 Hour Early Dismissal Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Oct 28 (W) 1 Hour Early Dismissal Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Nov 11 (W) Remembrance Day (School Closed)

Nov 23 (M) Report Card Prep/Design and Assessment Day (students not in attendance)

Dec 11 (F) Report Cards Issued

Dec 18 (F) Last Day Prior to Winter Break

January Jan 5 (T) School Re-Opens After Winter Break

Feb 12 (F) Professional Development Day (District)

Feb 15 (M) Family Day (School Closed)

Feb 22 (M) Report Card Prep/Design and Assessment Day (students not in attendance)

Mar 5 (F) Report Cards Issued

Mar 10 (W) 1 Hour Early Dismissal Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Mar 11 (Th) 1 Hour Early Dismissal Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Mar 12 (F) Last Day Prior to Spring Break

March 29 (M) School Re-Opens After Spring Break

Apr 2 (F) Good Friday (School Closed)

Apr 5 (M) Easter Monday (School Closed)

May 14 (F) Professional Development Day (RC Garnett only)

May 21 (F) Professional Development Day (District)

May 24 (M) Victoria Day (School Closed)

Jun 29 (T) Final Report Card & Last Day for Students Prior to Summer Vacation

Jun 30 (W) Administrative Day (students not in attendance)

July / August Summer Session 

May

June

December

School District #35 (Langley)

2020-2021 School Calendar

Elementary/Middle Schools

(Except Parkside, Shortreed and Betty Gilbert)

September

October

November

February

March

April


